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Baglady’s ASAP World
At 

Stranmillis College

21st August 2009
Speech Notes for The Lord Mayor

Councillor Naomi Long
As Lord Mayor of Belfast, I am delighted to be here today 

· Belfast City Council has supported this event by providing this excellent venue.

· I’m impressed with the idea of living ASAP, as Sustainably as Possible – simple and cost-free. 

Our average ecofootprint here in Northern Ireland is said to be 4-5 times our share of planetary resources

· We must remedy this.
A number of initiatives are now happening, in

· Belfast City Council
Communications Campaign
 

We will be launching phase 2 of our waste awareness communications campaign, this campaign will see £600,000 pounds being spent on innovative communication techniques to break through to people the significance of our shared waste problem. Phase one (£900,000) prepared people for the need to sort out their waste and recycle this campaign will see a call going out to the residents and businesses of Belfast to prevent and reduce the waste the produce. The Waste -It’s not Rubbish strap line has evolved to Waste- time for action to demonstrate the importance and the immediate need for a change in people's behaviour. 

 

The launch of the campaign will see 4 double decker buses completely covered in various waste types to show the shocking amounts of waste we discard weekly here alone in Belfast. 

 

Carbon Card
 

We are currently leading the way for an application for INTERREG funding to develop a Sustainable Carbon Reward Card. The card designed on the model of store reward cards, such as Nectar, will see people being rewarded for being carbon friendly in the things they buy. It will help promote local businesses and service providers who offer more sustainable ways of life in addition to rewarding people who move away from the more polluting ways of city living. Liverpool, Dublin, Brussels and potential the whole of Luxembourg are on board and with a little luck this scheme will be on our streets in the not too distant future. 

 

The card will seek to promote the purchase of packaging free products in addition to attracting more people on to public transport or even on to bikes.

 

BITES
 

Business improvement through environmental solutions has been running for a number of years. This programme offered to business allows small to medium sized organisation to get valuable support in implementing schemes that reduce the dependence on energy, waste generation, the transport factors of the movement of the products and service while improving the overall profitability of the business thus not making them only environmentally but economically sustainable.

 

Environmental Management
 

Services throughout the Council are trying to improve their environmental performance, so much so that, the waste management service, the vehicle maintenance service and procurement section now all have the internationally recognised ISO14001 environmental management system. this means that each of these services now annually have to seek to constantly improve the environmental performance and ensure that this is passed on to all others they deal with.

 

This has added significance for the council as we now award extra points in evaluating tenders and quotation to companies who have a recognised or are working towards environmental management system. This adds extra value to the companies who complete the BITES programme as each of them should be in a position to have at least BS8555 when they finish.

 

This shows that Belfast is leading from the front in helping change the sustainable attitudes not only of its citizens but those that seek to trade here too.

 

North Foreshore
 

The old landfill site at Dargan Road is now closed and undergoing a complete transformation into a place where wildlife will thrive and provide more green and open space for the people of Belfast to enjoy. It will also provide us with the opportunity to investigate the development of a Eco-business park promoting fledgling businesses in the green sector and opening new opportunities for us to manage or waste that helps protect the planet rather that simply throwing it in the ground. We have recently switched on the generators that turn the landfill gas from being a hazard to 5 mega watts of green renewable energy capable of supplying nearly 5000 households with clean non fossil fuel energy.
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